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MINUTES OF ANNUAL VIRTUAL MEETING OF
THE SOCIETY OF PHI ZETA
Wednesday, July 17, 2019

Conference call, sponsored by University of Missouri

1. Call to Order.  President Charles Wiedmeyer called the sixth virtual meeting to order at 1:00 noon. Central Daylight Time (2:00 pm Eastern Daylight Time).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nineteen of 32 chapters were able to participate. Representatives of the following chapters were present for the meeting:

	[bookmark: _Hlk517102802][bookmark: _Hlk517102939]Chapter
	Institution


	Alpha
	Cornell University

	Epsilon
	Auburn University

	Eta
	Texas A&M University

	Iota
	Washington State University

	Kappa
	University of Minnesota

	Lambda
	University of California

	Mu
	University of Illinois

	Nu
	Oklahoma State University

	Xi
	University of Georgia

	Omicron
	Purdue University

	Pi
	University of Missouri

	Sigma
	Kansas State University

	Upsilon
	University of Florida

	Chi
	Virginia Tech Regional College Vet Med

	Alpha Alpha
	University of Wisconsin

	Alpha Beta
	Tufts University

	Alpha Gamma
	Oregon State University

	Alpha Epsilon
	Western University of Health Sciences

	Alpha Theta
	Lincoln Memorial University



As there was representation from at least five chapters, a quorum was constituted.

2. Introductions and President's Report: Charles Wiedmeyer welcomed those in attendance. Roll call was done but some chapters were not present at this time. 
3. Approval of Minutes of 2018 Virtual meeting:  Minutes of the June 18th 2018 meeting were presented for discussion. The minutes had been emailed to all chapters before the meeting.
Moved/Seconded for approval as presented.  There were no corrections or additions.  Motion Passed without dissent. All chapters present were in approval of the minutes.

4. Secretary-Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer’s Report for 2018-2019 was presented and showed an increased income of about $2000, some of which was accounted for by having 2 new chapters ordering certificates (Alpha Eta, Alpha Theta).  Expenses fell largely into 3 categories: Manuscript Award expenses (~$2400), printing expenses (~$1400), and postage/shipping expenses (~$500).  Most of the certificates were shipped by USPS in flat rate envelopes or boxes.  In the coming year, Secretary Josephson will weigh each package to determine when flat rate shipping is less economical than paying the rate based on actual weight.  The new website (www.societyofphizeta.org) costs about $65 per year.

Secretary Josephson noted 2 mistakes in the submitted Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget.  She will correct those and resubmit the reports.

5. Phi Zeta Research Awards: The Chair of the Research Manuscript Awards committee, Dr. Elizabeth Rozanski (Tufts University), was unable to attend the meeting.  President Wiedmeyer announced the winners at the meeting.  The Clinical Science award went to Dr. Daniel Newhard from Auburn University, and the Basic Science award went to Dr. Alyssa Sullivant from Mississippi State University.  Dr. Newhard died unexpectedly in June and the Manuscript Award committee indicated they wanted the award to go to Dr. Newhard’s family.
Each award consists of an engraved plaque and a check in the amount of $1000. A short biography and a headshot of each winner will be sent to the AVMA for inclusion in an upcoming issue of JAVMA. 
 
6. Old Business:  
a. IRS reporting by individual chapters: Secretary Josephson reminded chapter representatives that, in order to maintain their tax exempt status, their chapters had to file a 990N ePostcard (report) with the IRS giving their chapter’s mailing address, verifying they were still active as a tax exempt organization and that their annual income was less than $50,000.  She noted that the Phi Zeta website has links to documents that can help first time users.
b. Phi Zeta website: Secretary Josephson noted that the website is now unattached to any particular institution.  It was created using WIX.com and the domain name (societyofphizeta.org) was purchased from Google Domains.  The site includes fillable forms for reporting new Chapter Officers and the names of new chapter members.
c. Archiving historical files at Cornell University: Secretary Josephson reported that Dr. Cheryl Blaze, past Secretary-Treasurer, has been in discussions with librarians at Cornell University and they are helping her with organizing the documents into those that can be digitally converted and those that cannot, and how to preserve the fragile physical documents.  Dr. Mary Martin (Alpha, Cornell University) confirmed that librarians at Cornell were working on the materials to Cornell.

7. New Business:
a. Proposed Budget for 2019-2020: The proposed budget for 2019-2020 is essentially a repeat of the actual budget for 2018-2019.
b. Determination of 2019-2020 level of financial support to chapters: This will be determined after the meeting when the definite number of chapters in attendance is known.
c. Research Manuscript Awards Committee Chair:  President Wiedmeyer acknowledged the leadership of Chair Liz Rozanski, noting that she had been chair of this committee for a number of years.  He then asked if there were any volunteers to take on the role of Awards Committee Chair.  Hearing of no volunteers, he requested that chapter representatives consider assuming this position and contact him about their interest.
d. Usefulness of Paypal for Phi Zeta transactions: Secretary Josephson reported on queries made during the past year as to whether the National organization can accept credit card transactions, which it cannot at this time.  An informal poll was taken to gauge interest in having the ability to pay for certificates with a credit card and at least 7 out of 19 chapter representatives conveyed their interest.  Secretary Josephson will research the electronic payment options for nonprofit organizations beyond Paypal to find a best fit.
e. Cords, other regalia signifying Phi Zeta membership:  President Wiedmeyer reported on inquiries he received in the past year about whether the National organization was able to provide honor cords or similar regalia for graduating student members of Phi Zeta.  Several chapters offer their new members either cords or engraved medals to be worn at graduation and are the students’ to keep.  One chapter supplies its faculty members with cords to be worn in the graduation ceremony.  Other chapters denote the students’ membership in Phi Zeta in their commencement proceedings.  President Wiedmeyer did not think providing regalia was something the National organization could take on, but was very supportive of chapters pursuing this type of acknowledgment of their own new members.
f. New career direction for Dr. Wiedmeyer: President Wiedmeyer announced that he is retiring from his faculty position at University of Missouri and focusing on his private sector clinical pathology company.  He intends to continue to serve as President of the Society of Phi Zeta.

IV. Adjournment:  With no further items to discuss President Wiedmeyer adjourned the meeting at 1:43 pm Central Standard Time.

Respectfully submitted,



Eleanor Josephson, Secretary-Treasurer		
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