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Unofficial Minutes
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL VIRTUAL MEETING OF
THE SOCIETY OF PHI ZETA
Wednesday, July 13, 2022

Zoom Meeting sponsored by Auburn University

1. Call to Order.  President Charles Wiedmeyer called the 2022 virtual meeting to order at 2:00 pm Eastern Daylight Time.
Twenty-six of 33 chapters were able to participate. Representatives of the following chapters were present for the meeting:

	[bookmark: _Hlk517102802][bookmark: _Hlk517102939]Chapter
	Institution

	Alpha
	Cornell University

	Beta
	University of Pennsylvania

	Epsilon
	Auburn University

	Eta
	Texas A&M University

	Iota
	Washington State University

	Kappa
	University of Minnesota

	Lambda
	University of California

	Nu
	Oklahoma State University

	Xi
	University of Georgia

	Omicron
	Purdue University

	Pi
	University of Missouri

	Rho
	Tuskegee University

	Sigma
	Kansas State University

	Tau
	Louisiana State University

	Phi
	University of Tennessee

	Chi
	Virginia-Maryland Regional College Vet Med

	Psi
	North Carolina State University

	Omega
	Mississippi State University

	Alpha Alpha
	University of Wisconsin

	Alpha Beta
	Tufts University

	Alpha Gamma
	Oregon State University

	Alpha Delta
	St. George’s University

	Alpha Epsilon
	Western University of Health Sciences

	Alpha Zeta
	Ross University

	Alpha Eta
	Midwestern University

	Alpha Theta
	Lincoln Memorial University


As there was representation from at least five chapters, a quorum was constituted.

2. Introductions and President's Report: Charles Wiedmeyer welcomed those in attendance. Roll call was made at the beginning and the end of the meeting. 

3. Approval of Minutes of 2021 Virtual meeting:  Minutes of the July 14, 2021 meeting were presented for discussion. The minutes had been presented to the chapters soon after the July 14, 2021 meeting for an unofficial vote. Motion to accept the 2021 minutes was made, seconded and approved by voice vote.

4. Secretary-Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer’s Report for 2021-2022 was presented and showed a decrease in income of about $1,500. The income represents certificates for 643 new members and another 58 extra certificates (for printing errors) distributed to chapters in 2020-21. Expenses fell largely into 3 categories: Manuscript Award expenses (~$2,200), office supplies and printing expenses (~$600), and postage/shipping expenses (~$400). Flat rate postage for shipping certificates by USPS Priority has increased every year the past 3 years. We did not incur a cost for certificate printing as the supply on hand was enough for the year.

5. Phi Zeta Research Awards: Dr. Wiedmeyer announced the winners of the Research Manuscript Awards. In the Basic Science category, Dr. Emily E Binversie, University of Wisconsin, won for her manuscript “Analysis of copy number variation in dogs implicates genomic structural variation in the development of anterior cruciate ligament rupture.” There was a tie in the Clinical Science category. Dr. Laura A. Constance, Kansas State University, won for her manuscript “Gut microbiome associations with outcome following co-infection with porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome virus (PRRSV) and porcine circovirus type 2 (PCV2) in pigs immunized with a PRRS modified live virus vaccine” and Dr. Kelsey A. Jurek, Oklahoma State University, won for her manuscript “Effect of perfusate volume on amikacin concentrations after saphenous intravenous regional limb perfusion in standing, sedated horses.”

Dr. Wiedmeyer reported that the Research Manuscript Award review process, as instituted last year, worked well again this year. He thanked the reviewing chapters for 2021-2022, which were Midwestern University, Mississippi State University, North Carolina State University, Ohio State University, Oklahoma State University, Oregon State University, Purdue University and Ross University. There were 32 manuscripts submitted and each institution had 2 Basic Science and 2 Clinical Science manuscripts to review. The reviews reflected conscientious consideration of the manuscripts and were submitted in a timely manner. The reviewing institutions for the 2022-2023 Research Manuscript Award will be St. George’s University, Texas A&M University, Tufts University, Tuskegee University, University of California at Davis, University of Florida, University of Georgia and University of Illinois.

Dr. Wiedmeyer discussed the donation of $5,000 from Mars Veterinary Health to support the Research Manuscript Awards, the intention this year being to split the money between the 2 category winners. The check was sent to Dr. Josephson in March but was never received. A request will be made to issue a replacement check. There was discussion about how to distribute the prize money given the tied winners of the Clinical Sciences award. One option was to split $2,500 between the tied winners. Another option was to use the funds normally set aside by the Society each year for 2 prizes (total $2,000) to partially fund a 3rd prize with an additional $500 from extra funds to bring the 3rd prize to $2,500. The second option was preferable because it adhered to the original announcement in February of the prize amount increase to $2,500 per category winner. There was also discussion of the possibility that other corporate sponsors might be engaged and additional support might be used to defray the chapters’ expenses in purchasing new member certificates.


6. Old Business:  
a. Dr. Josephson will be emailing chapter representatives to obtain current mailing addresses in order to send dividend checks.
b. IRS reporting by individual chapters: Secretary Josephson reminded representatives of U.S. chapters that collect income that, in order to maintain their tax exempt status, their chapters have to file a 990N ePostcard (report) with the IRS annually during the period between July 15 and November 15. More information is available on the Phi Zeta website, www.societyofphizeta.org.

7. New Business:
a. Dr. Wiedmeyer welcomed the newest Phi Zeta chapter, Alpha Iota at Texas Tech University.
b. Donation from Mars Veterinary Health discussed under 5. Phi Zeta Research Awards.
c. Proposed Budget for 2022-2023: The proposed budget for 2022-2023 included the cost for printing 1000 member certificates. Costs for certificates, shipping and office supplies were increased over 2021-2022 levels as a hedge against inflation.

Determination of level of financial support to chapters: With 27 of 33 chapters in attendance at the 2022 Annual Meeting, the calculated amount of financial support per chapter was $170.00 = [($5,111-$500) ¸ 27]. The actual amount to be distributed per chapter was set at $150.00.
d. Call for nominations for President: President Wiedmeyer has served 3+ years as President and, although willing to continue in this role, he would like to invite any interested individuals to submit their nominations.
e. Other business: Dr. Lulich (MN, Kappa) brought up the growing trend at veterinary colleges of using factors other than GPA to determine student class rank given the move away from assigning letter grades, other than S/U, and how this might affect the process for identifying new student members. Currently the process allows membership for 3rd-year students in the top 10% of their class and 4th-year students in the top 25% of their class, usually based on GPA. Dr. Telle (MS State, Omega) suggested polling the chapters to find out how each one currently identifies potential student members and how that might change in the future.

IV. Adjournment:  With no further items to discuss President Wiedmeyer adjourned the meeting at 2:39 pm Eastern Daylight Time.

Respectfully submitted,

Eleanor Josephson, Secretary-Treasurer
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